Answer Key:

How do we become Encourager?
1. Blessings
A. Responds
●Concern
●Time
●Touch
●Hope
B. Selfless
2. Barriers
A. Underdog
B. Past / Future
3. Bridges
Heartbeat:  Potential / Problems
Barry’s Favorite

Part 7
“Power of Encouragement”
1 Thessalonians 5:11 NLT
Introductory Statement
Let’s face it; we are not good at giving encouragement.  We find it easier to criticize, to put down, to dismiss, to find fault.  Ask yourself this question.  When did I last encourage someone else?  Take a moment and look around you.  Check out the faces of people. Look into their eyes.  Can you see it?  People are desperately yearning for understanding and they are crying for a few words of encouragement.

How do we become an Encourager?

1. Be a person who brings ______________________ to others.

There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means "son of encouragement").  He sold a field that belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet.

Acts4:36-37 NRS
A. An Encourager sees a need and then _____________________.

Don’t get the idea you have to have money to be an encourager.  You may not be rich in money, but every one of us has so much we can give to others as a gift of Encouragement.
● Sick people do not need money…they need a word of _____________________.
● Lonely people do not need money…they need a few minutes of _____________________.
● Hurting people do not need money…they need a _____________________ on the shoulder.
● Discouraged people do not need money…they need a sentence of _____________________.
William Barclay once said, “One of the highest of human duties is the duty of encouragement. ... It is easy to laugh at man’s ideals.  It is easy to pour cold water on the enthusiasm.  T is easy to discourage others.  The world is full of discouragers.  We have a Christian duty to encourage one another.  Many a time a word of praise or thanks or appreciation or cheer has kept a man on his feet.  Blessed is the man who speaks such a word.”
B. An Encourager is a _____________________ person.

“..Where they strengthened the believers.  They encouraged them to continue in the faith, reminding them that they must enter into the Kingdom of God through many tribulations.”
Acts 14:22 NLT

2. Be a person who breaks ______________________ for others.

“When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the believers, but they were all afraid of him.  They thought he was only pretending to be a believer!  Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told them how Saul had seen the Lord on the way to Damascus.  Barnabas also told them what the Lord had said to Saul and how he boldly preached in the name of Jesus in Damascus.”
Acts 9:26-27 NLT

A. An Encourager will champion the ______________________________.

B. An Encourager does not look to the ____________________, he looks to the ________________________.

Barnabas did not look at what Paul had done; he looked at what Paul could do.  He said in effect, “do not look at the man for what he was.  Look at the man for what he is.”
3. Be a person who builds ___________________ for others.

“And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us return and visit the grace of the Lord.”the brothers to having been commended by Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus,  but Paul chose Silas and departed, a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other. who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work.  And there arose John called Mark.  But Paul thought best not to take with them one in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are."  Now Barnabas wanted to take with them the brothers 
Acts 15:36-40 ESV
Heart-Beat:
An Encourager sees ___________________ where other people see ___________________!
Incredible Truth:

“Once an Encouraging word spoken at the right moment, in the right way, for the right person, may transform someone’s life.”
