The Great Tragedy: Why so Many Start and Fizzle
Part 1
“3 E’s”

John 4:34 NLT
Introductory Statement

God desires that each of His children grow in righteousness and reflect the nature of His Son Jesus Christ.  He understands that maturing our faith is a lifelong process.  Sometimes we will make mistakes and fall into sinful patterns from which we must be restored.  
Major Question: What did Jesus mean, “It is Finished” on the cross?
Three Words that Describe the “Work” that Jesus Came to “Finish.” 
John 17:4-18 Msg
1. ____________________________.
John 17:6 Msg
2. __________________________.
John 17:8 Msg
3. _________________________.
John 17:18 Msg
Why so Many Christians Start Great and then Fizzle

1. Our ____________________ past. Eph. 2:2-3 NIV
A. We walked according to the __________________ of this ____________________.                                     1 John 2:16 ESV
B. We walked according to the _________________ of the __________________ of the ______________. 2 Cor. 4:4 GNT
C. We fulfilled the desires of the ______________________.






 Galatians 5:19-21 NKJV

D. We fulfilled the desires of the _________________________.






Romans 1:18-21, 28 NAS
At the moment we were saved a _____________________ ____________________ took place.  2 Corinthians 5:17 GWT
2. Our _______________________________ problem.
A. We still live in the ________________________. 

                    John 17:11,15 NIV
Our removal from this world will not occur until death or the rapture.

B. We still have an _________________________.



Matthew 13; 24-39, 1 Peter 5:8 HSB
Satan’s Two Wills for Everyone’s Life:
Will #1:  Keep everyone from being ___________________________.
Will #2:  Keep every saved person ________________________ and ____________________________.

C. We still have our _____________________________. 
                           Romans 7:18-24; 8:23; Philippians 3:20-21 NIV
D. We still have our _________________________________.

1 Corinthians 2:16; Philippians. 2:5 NIV
We need to follow the pattern God gave us!

Answer Key:
Three Words that Describe the “Work”
1. Evangelism
2. Edification

3. Equipping

Why so Many Christians Start Great and then Fizzle:

1. Sinful

A. Course
/ World   B. Prince/Power/Air   C. Flesh
D. Mind
(Spiritual Transformation)

2. Present

A. World

B. Enemy
C. Body
D. Mind

“Satan’s Will”
#1 Saved
#2 Defeated / Discouraged
