The Great Tragedy: Why so Many Start and Fizzle
Part 2

“3 Critical Steps”
2 Timothy 3:16–17 NLT

Introductory Statements:

1. The reason Jesus left us a record of what He did is because He was establishing a ___________________ for ministry.

2. He intended every believer to ___________________ this pattern.

3. You will never _____________________ on His method.

Someone has said that B-I-B-L-E stands for `Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth'. When God placed us here on earth, He provided an instruction manual so that we could make the most of our lives.  How foolish we would be not to study that manual!
George Washington said this about the Bible, “It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible.”
Why so many Christians Start and Fizzle:
1. We have a SINFUL past.  

Ephesians 2:2-3 NIV
2. We have a PRESENT problem.  
John 17:12-12 NIV

3. We are not ______________________ in the Word of God.



   Hebrews 4:12 NCV
A. We must allow the Word of God to set us __________________ from the world.  

           
Ephesians 5:26-27 ESV
1. The plan of God is not to take us _____________ of the world,

 but to keep us _________________ evil.  
 John 2:15 NIV
2. Sanctify means to be set apart _______________ sin and _________________ God.  

 Corinthians 5:19 NIV

B. We must allow the Word of God to overcome our ____________________.  

Ephesians 6:10-17 GWT
C. We must allow the Spirit of God to take the Word of God and ____________________ our body.
Colossians 3:1-5, 16 NLT
The reality is that every one of us is involved in a spiritual battle.
The real struggle of your life is not relational conflict or financial difficulties—the real struggle is in your spiritual life.

D. We must allow the Spirit of God to take the Word of God and _____________________ our mind.  Romans 12:1-2 Msg

If we are ever going to experience a day to day VICTORY over your past you will need a “Practical Transformation” that is the right approach to God’s Word. 
Three Critical Steps for a Believer to have a Practical Transformation
1. Become __________________________ upon the Word of God.
2. Understand the _______________________ of the Word of God.

●The importance of _____________________ the Word.
Lk. 8:21; 11:28, Rm. 10:17; 1 Thes. 2:13

●The importance of _____________________ the Word.
1 Tim. 4:13; Deut.17:19

●The importance of _____________________ the Word.
Ps. 119:11, 37:11; Ps. 40:8; Job 22:22

●The importance of ___________________ on the Word.
Ps. 119:97, Ps. 1:2; Josh. 1:8; 1 Tim. 4:15

●The importance of _____________________ the Word.

2 Tim. 2:15; Jn. 5:39; 1 Cor. 2:12-13

●The importance of _____________________ the Word.
Deut. 6:9, 11:20, 17:18
3. Accept the _______________________ for spending time in the Word of God.

Answer Key:
Introductory Statements:

1. Pattern

2. Follow

3. Improve
Why so many Christians Start and Fizzle:
3. Established

A. Apart
1.Out / from
2. From / Unto
B. Enemy

C. Overcome 

D. Transform
Three Critical Steps:
1. Dependent

2. Importance

●Hearing
●Reading

●Memorizing

●Meditating
●Studying
●Writing
3. Responsibility
Most everyone in our culture has easy access to a Bible, yet this remarkable book is too often left on the shelf to gather dust. If only people grasped its true worth, they would prize God's Word above all other possessions. 

Have you ever noticed that when you plan to spend some time reading your Bible, all kinds of crazy things start happening? You can get up in the morning and read the newspaper, every section of it, and everything is fine. There are no phone calls, no disturbances. Nothing is going on. But when you say, "I'm going to read my Bible," the phone starts ringing. Kids start screaming. You remember that you forgot to pick up the dry cleaning or return a phone call. They are not necessarily evil things that are keeping you from God's Word—they are just things. They are distractions. The devil doesn't want you to read your Bible. Did you know that? He wants to distract you, because the Bible is a crucial weapon for spiritual battle. 

