
Answer Key: 

Start at the Beginning... 

1. talk 

Prayer is: 

• conversation  • relationship 

 

 

2. sincere / simple 

• confidence 

 

 

 

3. Grace 

• No / Yet 

Grace... 

•God’s       •Riches        •At         •Christ’s      •Expense 

 

 

4. close 

God’s Part... 

• relationship • love  • companionship • child 

 

 

Show Clip from War Room  

(Miss Clara’s closet) 

 

 

Introduction of the message 

I typed the word "prayer" into Amazon.com.  It brought up 

136,000 books on prayer, so we have a few weeks to talk about 

this.  

 

Then I typed "prayer" into Google. It brought up 136 million 

webpages about prayer, including four million videos on prayer, 

four million books on prayer, and six million news articles on 

prayer. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What would cause people not to pray? 

 

• There are many facets to prayer causing people to feel awkward, 

unsatisfied, frustrated and/or confused when they pray.   

 

• We all need help to learn how to pray – even the disciples asked Jesus 

to teach them how to pray because they understood that’s where his 

power came from.  

 

• Most frustrations are caused by our misconceptions: prayer is not a 

magic wand; it is not an act of desperation; it is not a tug of war with God 

nor is it a ritual to relieve guilt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Start...on Your knees 

 

Part 2  

 

Teach Us to Pray 

 

Luke 11:1 NIV 

“One-day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he finished, 

one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray...” 

 

Introductory Statement 

Prayer is not some mystical process whereby we call out to 

some force. Nor is it a kind of power with which we create 

things or speak them into existence, ordering God around like 

some bell-hop who art in Heaven.  Prayer is communicating 

with and hearing from God. 

 

 

Bottom Line 

There is no greater privilege for anyone than being able to 

personally talk with and speak into the ears of Almighty God. 

 

Start at the Beginning... 

1. Remember the first thing, God loves for me to 

________________________ to Him. 

Psalm 103:13 NLT 

“The Lord is like a father to his children, tender and compassionate 

to those who reverence him.” 

 

God is interested in you... 

• He loves you. 

• He shaped from the very beginning. 

• He enjoys talking to His children. 

• There is nothing off-limits in talking to God. 

 

“God knows what’s best for you, and he’s listening.  Don’t be afraid 

to pray and ask him, again.” 

 

1 John 5:14-15 CEV 

“We are certain that God will hear our prayers when we ask for 

what pleases him.  And if we know that God listens when we pray, 

we are sure that our prayers have already been answered.” 

 

 



Prayer is: 

• a _______________________________________, not a ceremony 

• a ___________________________________________, not a ritual. 

Jeremiah 29:11-12 NCV 

“I have good plans for you, not plans to hurt you.  I will give you 

hope and a good future.  Then you will call my name.  You will come 

to me and pray to me, and I will listen to you.” 

 

God is interested in everything you are interested in 

because He loved you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Remember God listens to prayers that are 

___________________________ and 

___________________________________! 

Matthew 6:5-8 NIV 

“When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray 

standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by 

men.  I tell you the truth, they’ve received their reward in full. 

Instead, when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray 

to your Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is 

done in secret, will reward you.  And when you pray, do not keep 

babbling on and on like pagans, for they think they will be heard 

because of their many words.  Do not be like them, for your Father 

knows what you need before you ask him.”  

 

•When you have a sincere heart, and a sure faith, you can come to God with 

__________________________________. 

Hebrews 10:22 TEV 

“Let us come near to God with a sincere heart and a sure faith” 

 

Stay humble or you will stumble! 

 

 



3. Remember, God likes to show His _______________________ by 

answering prayer. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is 

not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no 

one can boast.” 

 

• With every answer, God shows He is a good, good Father...even when the 

answer is __________________ or not ____________________! 

 

“Grace is unconditional love toward a person who does not deserve 

it.” 

 

Grace... 

G________________________ 

R__________________________ 

A_____________________________ 

C______________________________ 

E_______________________________ 

 

 

 

4. Remember you are has __________________ to God has you want 

to be. 

Isaiah 30:18 NLT 

“The Lord waits for you to come to him so he can show you his love 

and compassion.”   

 

God’s Part... 

• God designed you for a __________________________________. 

• He made you to __________________________________ you. 

• He created you for his _________________________________. 

• He chose you to be his ________________________________! 

 

Hosea 6:6 Living Bible 

“I don't want your sacrifices--I want your love! I don't want your 

offerings, I want you to know me!”   

 

 

• ____________________________ was formed for a friendship with God! 

John 15:15 GWT 

“Jesus said, “I don’t call you servants...I call you my friends!” 

 

 

 



How do I get closer to God? 

 

• Desire it 

 

•Make time for it. 

 

Psalm 25:14 NLT 

“Friendship with God is reserved for those who reverence him. 

With them, He shares the secrets of his covenant.” 

 

James 4:8 NLT 

“Draw close to God, and God will draw close to you!”  

 

 

The Closer I Am To God, the less stressed & more 

blessed I’ll be 

 

 


