
Answer Key: 

• believer  •barrenness 

 

Desert Questions.... 

• How 

• What 

• going 

Desert Seasons... 

1. Expect 

• faith  •open 

 

2. planting 

• Word  • grow 

 

3. Eliminate 

 

 

4. Examine 

• remnants  • disobedience  • unforgiveness 

 

5. song 

• attitude 

 

Thank You God! 

 

Part 2 

 

You Can’t Beat it! 

Psalm 63:1-8 CEV 

“You are my God. I worship you.  In my heart, I long for you, as I 

would long for a stream in a scorching desert. 

I have seen your power and your glory in the place of worship.  

Your love means more than life to me, and I praise you.  As long as 

I live, I will pray to you.  I will sing joyful praises and be filled with 

excitement like a guest at a banquet.  I think about you before I go 

to sleep, and my thoughts turn to you during the night.  You have 

helped me, and I sing happy songs in the shadow of your wings.  I 

stay close to you, and your powerful arm supports me.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introductory Statement 

Have you ever been in a dry and weary land?  A physical desert is a 

place that’s parched and arid where there’s no water.  Deserts of 

the soul are life stages where we are spiritually dry, dying for a 

taste of God’s living water.  Any time we feel the heat being turned 

up in our lives or find ourselves in a cold, dry place, any time we are 

giving out more than we are taking in—we are in a desert season. 

Maybe you’re in that place right now: a financial crisis; family or 

work stress; or you’re being treated unfairly at work or in a 

relationship.  You are parched.  You try to read your Bible but it’s 

like chewing on sawdust.  You’re living on memories of past 

encounters with God, asking, “When is this going to end?”  Your 

prayers seem to bounce off the ceiling, and it feels like  God isn’t 

even there. 

 

 

• God leads every __________________________________ into the desert 

at one time or another. 

 

• Your desert is not a place of ___________________________________! 

 

 

Desert Questions.... 

• ________________________in the world did I get here? 

•______________________ am I supposed to do in the desert? 

• How am I ever _____________________________ to get out of here? 

Hosea 2:14-23 NIV 

“Therefore I am now going to allure her I will lead her into the desert and 

speak tenderly to her.”  [I would expect him to say I will lead her into the 

desert and just beat up on her for a while.  No.  He says I will lead her into 

the desert and speak tenderly to her.]  “There I will give her back her 

vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.  [I’ll talk about 

the Valley of Achor in a minute.]  There [in the desert] she will sing 

[Everybody say “sing”] as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came 

up out of Egypt.  [In other words when she was first set free.] In that day, 

declares the Lord, you will call me ‘my husband’; you will no longer call me 

‘my master’.  I will remove the names of the Baals [the Baals were idols –

false gods.]  I will remove the names of the Baals from her lips; no longer 

will their names be invoked.  In that day [the desert] I will respond, declares 

the Lord.  [That word “respond”, the Hebrew word is the same word we read 

a couple verses earlier “to sing.”  He says in the desert she will sing to me 

and in that day he says here I will sing back.  I will respond, I will sing.]  I 

will [sing] to the skies and they will [sing] to the earth and the earth will 

[sing] to the grain, the new wine and oil.  And they will [sing] to my people.”   



But God is there with you, even in your desert! 

 

Deuteronomy 2:7 Living Bible 

“The Lord your God has watched over you and blessed you every 

step of the way for all these forty years as you have wandered 

around in this great wilderness; and you have lacked nothing in all 

that time.” 

 

Desert Seasons... 

 

What do I do? 

1. _________________________________ to meet God there. 

Psalm 5:3 NIV 

“...I lay my requests before you and wait expectantly.” 

 

Isaiah 45:3 NLT 

“I will do this so you may know that I am the LORD, the God of 

Israel, the one who calls you by name.” 

 

• Everything we do for God has to done in _________________________. 

 

• Pray with your eyes _____________________________. 

2. Start _________________________ seeds right now! 

 

• The Bible tells us that the _______________________ of God is like a 

seed that is planted into the soul. 

 

Luke 8:11 NIV 

“...The seed is the word of God.” 

 

“The Bible was not given to increase our knowledge; the Bible 

was given to change our lives.” 

D.L. Moody, 

 

• Once the Bible takes root in your heart, it begins to sprout and 

_________________________ and bear fruit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. _________________________________ unnecessary distractions. 

Psalm 119:113 Message 

“...You’re my place of quiet retreat; I wait for your Word to renew 

me.” 

 

Matthew 6:6 Message 

“Here’s what I want you to do:  Find a quiet, secluded place so you 

won’t be tempted...” 

 

Distractions...  

• Clutter 

• Noise 

• To many Commitments 

 

Learn this....Categorize 

•What’s important 

• What’s not important 

 

Spend the rest of the time looking for God! 

 

 

 

4. _____________________________ your heart for idols in your life. 

• Idols can be the _____________________________ from your past. 

2 Kings 17:15 NIV 

“They followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves.” 

 

• An idol can be an area of deliberate ____________________________ to 

what God told you to stop doing or maybe something he told you he wants 

you to do 

Jonah 2:8 NIV 

“Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be 

theirs.” 

 

• Idol can also be ______________________________. 

1 John 5:21 Living Bible 

“...keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your 

hearts.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Keep a ___________________________ in your heart. 

Psalm 63:3-4 NIV 

“Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you.  I will 

praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my 

hands.” 

 

• But if you keep a song to the Lord in your heart it keeps you in this 

______________________________________ of prayer 

 

Psalm 96:1 NIV 

“Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


